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Intro

Water will forever be a dominant part of our future — once
regarded as a finite resource that could be used and wasted,
the consciences of people are starting to realise that with

out water, life does not exist. The agricultural sector, small

— large business, governments, corporates and Mr and Mrs
Australia are starting to understand that the excessive misuse
of this precious resource cannot continue. Wetlands are the
kidneys of the earth — they store water, filter and absorb
unwanted nutrients and waste and provide quality drinking
water — for everyone and everything. More support for these
important and dynamic ecosystems needs to be addressed
now, not in 30 years time. There is progress in some areas, but
in others wetlands are still being lost.

In some regions across Australia, very welcome rain has fallen
over a period of time, revitalising some river, floodplain and
wetland systems. However many have received nothing in the
way of rain or water allocations and these natural habitats
will lose their flora and fauna forever. We can all use much
less water at home, at work, at school, in our business but
need to be much more savvy about this and promote it much
more in every day life

The focus of this newsletter is about the the Ramsar
Convention’s 9th Conference of Parties, or COP9, recently
held in Kampala, Uganda from 8-15 November. A report on
outcomes from an Australian Non Government Organisation
(NGO) perspective will be highlighted in the newsletter along
with a range of other wetlands news items, reports and
upcoming training workshops and conferences.

World Wetlands Day on February 2" will be celebrated with
a range of activities conducted nationally under the theme
for 2006 of “Wetlands is water — supporting life, sustaining
livelihoods”.

AWA encourages all people and organisations concerned
about the state of our vanishing wetlands to make a
contribution to fight for those wetlands remaining and to
stop the destruction of wetlands and their riparian floodplain
systems. By involving people in wetlands work, we help to
make them aware of the importance and value of wetlands
for everyone - that is how attitudes are changed.

Regards, Libby Mclntyre, AWA Secretariat (via CVA)
revive@conservationvolunteers.com.au
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International News
COP 9 - the lead up

The Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty
adopted on 2 February 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar,

on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea. Thus, though
nowadays the name of the Convention is usually written
“Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)", it has come
to be known popularly as the “Ramsar Convention”. It
provides the framework for national action and international
cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and
their resources. There are presently 147 Contracting Parties

to the Convention, with 1524 wetland sites, totalling 129.2
million hectares, designated for inclusion in the Ramsar List of
Wetlands of International Importance.

Mission Statement:

“The Convention’s mission is the conservation and wise use
of all wetlands through local, regional and national actions
and international cooperation, as a contribution towards
achieving sustainable development throughout the world”
(Ramsar COPS, 2002).
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AWA's role

in the Ramsar Convention

AWA was established in 1994 with the aim of co-ordinating
NGO contributions to wetland conservation and policy as well
as co-ordinating wetland activities at a regional level though
its member organizations. AWA has facilitated broad NGO
input into Australia’s national reporting to each of the Ramsar
meetings since COPG held in Brisbane in 1996. AWA works

to ensure Australia’s regionally and locally active members
achieve input on a full range of issues in wetland conservation,
policy and strategy

The Goal of AWA is: to promote implementation of the
Ramsar Convention in Australia, enabling NGO leadership,
communication and the development of alliances and
networks. AWA is administered through a Secretariat,
supported by a Reference Group and hosted currently by a
member organization - Conservation Volunteers Australia

Priorities and Resolutions

A list of priority issues was selected before launching into the
Resolutions. They included the following (though not ranked
by importance):

1. Climate Change

2. Water extraction, ground water e agriculture

3. Governance and jurisdiction complexities and limitations
need improving/ addressing

4. Fire in Wetlands

5. Non-listed site obligations; use of the Ramsar List in
Australia

6. Address how Ramsar documents interpret the meaning
of “Sustainability” — meeting Social, Economic, Envir
outcomes — and maintenance of EC

7. Lack of understanding of wetlands at all scales &
sectors; incorporation into NRM, catchment and other
thematic programs

8. Wetland vegetation terminology included in other
disciplines and in biodiversity legislation

9. Updating Ecological Criteria detalils if not adequate at
time of listing — particularly on private sites

10. Improving the Criteria for Listing — eg, stygofauna;
other spp groups; ecological criteria [DR1 Annex B]

11. Values of Wetlands — wilderness, [DR1 Annex B]

Draft Resolutions chosen and commented on included:

DR 1 Annex A: A conceptual framework for the Wise Use of
Wetlands and the Maintenance of their Ecological Character
— Priority High

DR1 Annex B: Revised Strategic Framework and guideline for
the future development of the List of Wetlands of international
Importance — Priority High

Timeline for COP

August — December 2004. Submitted proposals to DEH Inland
Waters Unit for funding to ensure AWA'’s contribution to the
Ramsar Conference in November 05. Funding was received
for a meeting in late January 05 for the Reference Group (RG)
to provide initial input into Australia’s National Report. This
draft was forwarded to AWA members for comment with a
very short time line to submit input

March 2005. AWA (on request from DEH) developed a
funding proposal for a meeting of the Reference Group and
other AWA members to provide the Australian Wetland NGO
position on COP9 Draft Resolutions.

July 2005. 12 attendees meet in Sydney. A representative
from DEH attended to field questions. An intense day with

a very full agenda was deftly handled by a very focussed

and experienced Chairperson. Eight Draft Resolutions were
prioritised, knowing full well AWA could not comment on all.

DR 1 Annex C i): An integrated Framework for the Ramsar
Convention’s water related guidance, with additional
guidelines — River Basin management — Priority High

DR 1 Annex C ii): Guidelines for the Management of
Groundwater to maintain wetland ecological character
— Priority High

DR 1 Annex Ei): Guidelines for the Rapid Assesment of inland,
coastal and marine wetlands biodiversity — Priority Medium

DR 4): The Ramsar Convention and the sustainable use of Fish
Resources — Priority Medium

DR 5):  Synergies with other international organisations
dealing with biological diversity; including collaboration on
and harmonisation of, national reporting among biodiversity
related conventions and agreements — Priority High

DR?7): Guidance for addressing Ramsar sites or parts of sites
which no longer meet the criteria for designation — Priority
High

Feedback was requested by DEH from AWA members, with
comments finalised, so as to be considered at the Wetlands
and Waterbirds Taskforce meeting in late July. AWA
responded appropriately given the limited timeframe.

A new AWA brochure and poster was produced and
distributed by Chris Prietto, the only Australian NGO
representative at the COP9. Copies of the leaflet will soon be
sent to AWA organisations.



Ramsar COP9 Report

By Christine Prietto, Hunter Wetlands Centre

In November of 2005 | attended the 9* Conference of Parties
(COP) of the Ramsar Convention in Kampala, Uganda. |
attended as a Non-government observer representing the
Hunter Wetlands Centre (Shortland Wetlands) and the
Australian Wetland Alliance. | was also representing the
Hunter Wetlands Centre as co-winner of the inaugural for
Ramsar Award for Education, accepting one of four prizes,
with other winners including Professor Shuming Cai from
China, Dr SH.A. Nezami Baloochi from Iran and Ms Reiko
Nakamura of Japan.

The Hunter Wetlands Centre’s award recognises 20 years of
work to rehabilitate Shortland Wetlands from an abandoned
football grounds to a Ramsar site and their continuing efforts
to educate people on the values of wetlands. The award is a
great recognition for the efforts of many individuals, not the
least of which is Max Maddock, the centre’s founder.

The Ramsar Convention is an inter-governmental convention
focused on the conservation and wise use of wetlands. The
COP is run every three years to allow its member countries
(147) to gather to review the progress on the strategic plan
and to update this plan.

For Australian NGOs, the key issues to pass on from the
COP are the draft resolutions presented at this COP and the
implications of those resolutions that were approved.

Regarding the draft resolutions themselves, there were 26
considered in Uganda, including two which arose during the
COP itself. | have tried to provide here a short summary of
the key resolutions which | think have greatest relevance for
the Australian context. All the resolutions mentioned are
available on the Ramsar website at www.ramsar.org. Some of
these will have been highly modified during the COP.

DR1 was a complicated set of documents to get through.
Developed by the Ramsar Scientific and Technical Review Panel,
it aimed to include all of the technical issues for consideration
and so included 8 annexes, each on a different aspect.

One of the most contested resolutions was DR1 Annex B,
concerning the concept of ecosystem services, proposing the
integration of the ecosystem services framework introduced
in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment with the Ramsar
framework for valuing wetlands. Following lots of discussion
about terminology, the conventions contracting parties have
agreed to adopt that framework.

DR1 Annex B also proposed consideration of new criteria
for listing wetlands as Ramsar sites that recognised culture
as a value on its own, separate from the ecological criteria
currently in use. An alternative to a separate criteria was the

Australia was formally represented by three commonwealth
officers and a state officer from NPWS NSW. Travelling with
the delegation were three Aboriginal Elders from the Paroo
River, which will likely be designated as a Ramsar site in the
near future. The Paroo people presented a segment during

a special session on cultural aspects of wetlands and there
presentation was one of five on this topic. Their presentation
was very powerful in highlighting the connection between
culture and environment.

Non-government organisations also attended, including major
international NGOs and smaller local organisations. NGO’s
organise regular meetings during the COP to agree on issues

to support and it is a tradition for them to collaborate on the
development of an NGO statement for presentation at the
close of the conference.

The Ramsar Convention has international NGO partner
organisations which are very active in the COP process.
However, there are hundreds of NGOs working at smaller
scales that deliver a significant amount of work in supporting
Ramsar objectives. The opportunities for these organizations
to be an active participant in the COP process is extremely
limited. In drafting their statement for COP9, NGO’s chose to
focus on the importance of facilitating participation of NGO’s
worldwide in the business of the Ramsar Convention and
especially in the COP process.

introduction of new interpretations of the existing criteria
for listing wetlands as Ramsar sites. This debate has been on
going in the Ramsar Convention for some years.

Australia and NZ were actively involved in these discussions.
Australia is not alone in wishing to slow down the introduction
of a dedicated cultural criteria. At the centre of disagreement

is the concern that a cultural criteria for the Ramsar list will
open the door to listing sites for the purpose of supporting the
continuation of traditional farming practices. However, Australia
did actively support Samoa in introducing DR22, which has
implications for recognising culture in Ramsar site nominations.
There is a great opportunity for Australia to explore this
question further in reviewing existing Ramsar sites to assess the
relationship between cultural values and management.

DR1 Annex Cii was extensive and concerned with the
protection of groundwater, a significant issue for Australia.

DR4 on fish includes both coastal and marine and inland
wetlands and also tackles aquaculture developments and
mangrove management, so this should be useful in pushing for
better management of habitat for fisheries.

DR7 on Ramsar sites which no longer meet the criteria for
designation will be interesting reading for most of you. In
speaking to this DR on the floor, Australia reported on the
problems that have occurred in the Gwydir wetlands, but did
not mention the other wetlands in serious trouble, such as ...

Continues page 4 ...
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... the Macquarie Marshes. This resolution deserves attention
from NGO’s and all those concerned with the management
of Ramsar sites, as it may open the door for countries to delist
Ramsar sites.

DR 19 concerned the setting up of an oversight panel within
the Conventions Standing Committee to monitor and report
on the Conventions communication, education and public
awareness programme. This resolution received significant
support from many countries in recognition of the potential
role for education and capacity building if properly funded.

DR25 was developed at the COP to respond to the intense
discussion on Avian Influenza strain H5A1, which is affecting
countries all over the world. The advice contained in the final
resolution aims to guide decisions by member countries in
responding to related issues.

The Earth Bulletin provided a daily summary of the COP
proceedings detailing which countries supported which
resolutions and these bulletins can be found at
www.iisd.ca/ramsar/cop9/.

South Korea will be the host of COP 10. The Korean NGOs
KFEM and the Korean Wetlands Alliance have been active
partners with government in the bid to host COP 10. They
are very interested in communicating with other NGOs

over the next three years to assure a high level of NGO
participation. Korea is “close to home” and shares a close
connection with Australia through migratory bird agreements
and other shared initiatives. | look forward to contributing
to a discussion among all organisations with an interest

in wetlands regarding a process for achieving a strong
coordinated representation from Australian NGO’s at COP10.

Christine Prietto, Hunter Wetlands Centre
Christine.Prietto@det.nsw.edu.au

Editors Note:

For further information and full proceedings from the COP go
to www.ramsar.org . Australia’s national report is not yet on
line, and was not presented at the COP.

The London Wetland Centre
- A Dream Comes True

(lecture by Hugh Mellor - a well known UK businessman,
financier and passionate conservationist, past Honorary
Treasurer of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and
past Chairman of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust)

The Cumberland Bird Observers Club (CBOC) in association
with the Sydney Olympic Park Authority, were given a
wonderful opportunity to engage Mr Mellor to deliver a very
entertaining and informative lecture on Monday evening 28
November 2005.

All proceeds from the evening, attended by just over 100
people, have gone to the reprinting of the “Wetlands, Discover
the Magic” brochure co-ordinated by the Hunter Wetlands
Centre Australia in conjunction with the Australian Wetlands
Information Network (AWIN)

Mr Mellor was in Sydney briefly to talk with other wetland
experts on how to preserve and protect the world’s fast
disappearing wetlands against encroaching developments
and excessive water demand. Mr Mellor runs the UK based
company the Wetlands Advisory Service (WAS)

The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) is the largest
international wetland conservation charity in the UK.
Founded in 1946 by the artist and naturalist Sir Peter Scott
(1909 - 1989), WWT has 9 visitor centres around the UK,
covering around 2000 hectares in Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales and England, where people can get closer to wetland
birds and enjoy spectacular wetland landscapes. WWT’s
mission is to conserve wetlands and their biodiversity. These
are vitally important for the quality and maintenance of all

life.

The award winning London Wetland Centre is the first project
of its kind in the world — more than 40 hectares of created
wetlands in the heart of a capital city. In February of 2002

the centre was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(8SS1), supporting nationally important numbers of Gadwall
and Shoveler duck. Opened in May 2000, by Sir David
Attenborough, the London Wetland Centre offers hundreds

of thousands of visitors the chance to see rare and beautiful
wetland wildlife just a stone’s throw from central London.

Mr Mellor’s lecture detailed the history of the original
degraded “ponds”, and how an imaginative deal was struck
(some years earlier) with the WWT, the owners of the site
Thames Water, Richmond Council and a Gypsy born colourful
entrepreneur and developer, who was not vaguely interested
in wetlands, but soon became the site’s biggest ally. The deal
brought a dream of Peter Scott’s to fruition, he died before the
project was finished. He described the layout of the wetlands
and the range of wetland habitats from around the world
that have been created. The Centre is visited by hundreds of
thousands of visitors from the UK and around the world each
year with its major focus on wetland education

The amazing success of this Award winning (The London
Wetlands Centre won the “Visit London Gold Award for
Marketing Campaign of 2005) and unique facility in its first
five years was detailed, along with a range of very amusing
stories including the digging up of an old German bomb to the
Developers’ very vivid use of the English vernacular!

Visit www.wwt.org.uk

CBOC invited a number of organisations to attend with
displays for the evening including the Hunter Wetland
Centre Australia, The Australian Wetland Alliance, Wildlife
Preservation Society of Australia Inc, the Australian Wader
Studies Group and others.
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National News

Wetland Forums, Conferences and Meetings

Thursday 2 February 2006,

Perth WA.

“Protecting and Appreciating Our Wetland Heritage”
Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre

Contact Denise Crosbie,

Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre

Ph/fax: (08) 9417 8460

Email: wetlands@iinet.net.au

23 - 25 February 2006

Hamilton New Zealand.

“Restoring Wetlands — Celebrating Success”

The University of Waikato, Wetland Trust and Environment
Waikato Regional Council

Contact enquiries@wetlandtrust.org.nz

or visit www.wetlandtrust.org.nz

18 — 21 April 2006

Alice Springs, NT

“From the Waters Edge to the Red Centre”

Australian Water Association’s Water Education Network
presents the 2" National Water Education Conference
Visit the Conference website
www.awa.asn.au/events/educationconfoé

9 — 14 July 2006

Cairns, QLD

“Catchments to Coast”

Society of Wetland Scientists 27" Annual Meeting
Contact Sally Brown on Sally.Brown@ugq.net.au
or visit www.catchments.org.au

Wetland Management Solutions:
building regional and local
capacity for wetland management

By Tara Ure, Project Manager (The Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia)

On 19 October, 2005 a joint ministerial conference announced
the National Competitive Round of funding under the
National Heritage Trust. Among these initiatives was a group
of four wetland projects that will work together to form a
unique collaborative effort for wetland conservation and a
new approach to the provision of information and training.

Wetland Management Solutions (WMS) is a coalition of
wetland management organisations (NGQO’s) and experienced
professionals. Together they will offer a comprehensive
portfolio and blend of wetland management expertise that
will now be made available to regional and urban Australia
to support the on-ground management of inland and coastal
wetland assets. Through this innovative partnership, WMS
will aim to collaborate on the development and delivery of
practical wetland management tools and products suitable
for regional NRM bodies, local governments, communities and
landholders across Australia.

As well as maintaining a joint committee to collaborate on
the national spread of advice, information and training,
the partner organisations will be managing separate but
complementary national wetland projects

Building a national, self-funding, wetland management
training program (Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia, WET
Program of Sydney Olympic Park Authority, Banrock Station

Wine and Wetland Centre and Regional Ecosystem Services,
comprising MainStream Environmental Consulting, Water’s
Edge Consulting and Jennifer Hale Consulting).

Contact Bill Phillips mainstream@mainstream.com.au

WetlandLink (WetlandCare Australia)
Contact Liza Schaeper Liza.Schaeper@irpec.com.au

Shorebird conservation ‘toolkit’ (WWF Australia)
Contact Bianca Priest bpriest@wwf.org.au

Enhancing recognition and management of important wetlands
in remote regions (Wetlands International — Oceania) Contact
Roger Jaensch roger.jaensch@wetlands-oceania.org

Over the coming three years the Wetland Management
Solutions partners will develop and pilot test a range of
information transfer approaches, progressively scaling up
toward a full national roll-out of training options tailored to
addpress regional and local issues and needs. The partners
will liaise on the development of information and education
products to deliver complementary approaches and tools for
wetland management at the local scale.

Wetland Management Solutions will launch a new website
on World Wetlands Day. Until then for more information on
WMS contact one of the key people listed above.

Tara Ure, Project Manager, The Hunter Wetlands Centre
ceo@wetlands.org.au
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Shorebird Conservation Project
- a new phase (2005-2007)

WWEF-Australia has recently received additional funding
from the Australian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust to
develop a national Shorebird Conservation Toolkit that can
be applied to protect and enhance shorebird habitat across
Australia.

The toolkit will build on the success of the national Shorebird
Conservation Project (2001-2005) by capturing information,
resources and lessons learnt from over 31 on-ground and com-
munity-driven shorebird conservation projects undertaken
during the past four years. The toolkit will target conservation
practitioners such as facilitator networks, conservation groups,
Local Government and State Conservation Agencies.

In particular, the toolkit aims to provide information and
resources that enables users to:
- understand and appreciate shorebirds, their habitat and
conservation needs
- locate important shorebird sites in Australia and access
population estimates

- develop site survey and monitoring programs

- identify and assess site management needs, and imple-
ment and evaluate management actions

- write grant applications, site communication plans and
media releases

- access existing resources - signs, brochures, case studies,
posters, images, presentations, designers and printers

- identify and advocate conservation options — interna-
tional and national

- access organizations with knowledge and expertise in
practical shorebird and wetland conservation

The toolkit will be produced as part of a new collaboration

- Wetland Management Solutions Network - between WWF-
Australia, the Hunter Wetland Centre, Wetlands International-
Oceania and Wetland Care Australia.

The toolkit will be developed and available in early 2006. For
further information, or to request a copy, please contact Bianca
Priest, National Coordinator — Shorebird Conservation Project

on bpriest@wwf.org.au
or 02 6225 1394 / 0413 300 797.

A Revive our Wetlands update

Established by Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) and
BHP Billiton in the year 2000, Revive Our Wetlands (Revive)
is the largest national wetlands rehabilitation program in
Australia.

In the first three years of the program, Revive contributed
$1.5 million and more than 17,000 volunteer days to the
revitalisation of 100 of Australia’s most significant wetlands.

Since 2003 an additional $1.5 million has been invested and
Revive aims to achieve an additional 15 000 volunteer days at
10 priority wetland projects across remote, regional and urban
Australia.

Nearing the end of the fifth year of the partnership, it is
extremely encouraging to reflect on what has been achieved
for Australia’s wetlands through this award-winning
community-business partnership. ten Revive focus projects
across Australia continue to receive significant on-ground
assistance from CVA teams of Revive volunteers. Revive
support has continued to implement critical rehabilitation
work at 35 of the original Revive our Wetland Program 1, 100
wetland sites. Since the beginning of the program, Revive has
planted 303 917 stems, removed 2303 hectares of exotic weed
species, conducted 138 flora and fauna surveys and completed
over 27,420 volunteer days.

In addition to the on-ground outcomes, Revive has strongly
contributed to the increased profile of wetlands around the
country, a result of extensive media coverage combined with
the outstanding contribution made by all Revive volunteers.

One of the original pilot Revive Focus Projects, on the south
coast of New South Wales, highlights the impact Revive has
made on a local scale and the catalytic role the program

has played in creating long-term regional partnerships. The
Southern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (CMA)

is now a significant regional partner, through the Revive
Southern Rivers Wetlands Program. This support has allowed
greater assistance to be provided to additional wetlands in the
region, and enhances the capacity of local community groups
to complete the environmental priorities required for their
sites. This unique regional partnership, in only its second year,
was recognised as a finalist in the 2005 Banksia Environmental
Awards.

Funding has been and still is available for Revive teams

to contribute to smaller scale projects at other important
wetland sites around Australia. Wetland land managers can
apply for help via an expression of interest by emailing
revive@conservationvolunteers.com.au
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State News « NSW -

Wetland Management at Sydney
Olympic Park

Sydney Olympic Park supports a microcosm of species and
ecological communities that were once widespread in Sydney
but are now quite rare. Development of the Park over the past
15 years has encompassed a strong commitment to conserving
remnant estuary and woodland communities and building
new habitats on remediated and terraformed landscapes.

The Park now contains over 160 hectares of estuarine

habitat supporting remnant saltmarsh and mangroves, and
freshwater habitat that includes a 20-hectare constructed
freshwater wetland, 3 constructed stormwater quality control
ponds, 2 constructed lakes, and over 90 freshwater habitat
ponds. These habitats support the endangered Green and
Golden Bell Frog, migratory and resident birds, and other
fauna.

Sydney Olympic Park’s wetlands have a highly constructed
and altered nature, and many competing management
objectives. They require ongoing active and adaptive
management to retain their values. Monitoring and treatment

of mosquito populations, cyclic draining of ponds for
Gambusia control, construction and management of habitat
ponds for the Green and Golden Bell Frog, and restoration of
tidal flushing are some of the projects recently undertaken.

The wetlands are an important part of Sydney Olympic Park’s
education programs, with over 12 000 students per year
participating in curriculum-based primary and secondary
school programs.

Regular Wetland Education and Training (WET) workshops
are held at Sydney Olympic Park throughout the year.
These practical hands-on workshops provide professional
development training for people involved in wetland
management.

Upcoming WET workshops are:

- Aquatic Macrophytes 9-10 March 2006

- Aquatic Macroinvertebrates 1-2 June 2006

For further information please contact Kerry.darcovich@sopa.
nsw.gov.au or Swapan.paul@sopa.nsw.gov.au

For information about upcoming WET workshops please
contact Robyn Young at wetworkshop@sopa.nsw.gov.au.

NSW ¢ Sustainable Wetlands on
NSW Coastal Landscapes

WetlandCare Australia (WCA) is currently using spatial
data (or Geographic Information System) to assist in
wetland management. Spatial data can be used in wetland
management planning in many ways, to prioritise wetlands
for field assessment work and on-ground works or funding.
It can also be used to determine wetland values, potential
threats and wetland change (eg. area or type).

WCA'’s Sustainable Wetlands on NSW Coastal Landscapes
project, is using spatial data to determine wetland values and
potential threats in order to prioritise wetlands for on-ground
action. The project is funded through the Hunter Central
Rivers Catchment Management Authority (HCRCMA) and the
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority (NRCMA)
from the Natural Heritage Trust.

The project team is using previously developed spatial data
from a range of sources, including Federal, State, Local
Government and other natural resource organisations, to
develop a wetlands map for the coastal zone from Gosford to
Tweed Heads NSW. The final wetland map is a compilation

of available wetland data, classified using the Directory of
Important Wetlands in Australia (DIWA) classification system.

Additional spatial data has been collected and used to
determine the wetland values of the mapped wetlands and

any potential threats facing the wetland. This information is
incorporated into a decision support system that is designed
to determine priority ranks for protection, conservation and
condition improvement of wetlands. The database also
includes a library of wetland management tools that are
automatically assigned to relevant wetlands.

Products from the project will include wetland classification
mapping (1:25000), wetlands priority mapping wetland
priority lists, interactive wetland database and wetland
summary reports (including potential management tools). All
products will be available on request from WCA, HCRCMA
and NRCMA.

Spatial data is an important tool for assisting wetland
managers in planning and implementation of wetland
protection, conservation and condition improvement.
Although many methods for spatial data use in wetland
management are currently new and in trial stages, it is
apparent that spatial data and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) will play a large role in the future of wetland
management.

If you would like any further information on the Sustainable Wet-
lands on NSW Coastal Landscapes project, please do not hesitate
to contact Senior Project Officer, Cassie Burns on 02 6681 6169 or
cassieburns@wetlandcare.com.au.
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NSW ¢ What is the NSW Ramsar
Managers Network (RMN)?

The NSW Ramsar Managers Network (RMN) is a group

of private and Government representatives involved in

the management of Ramsar wetlands in NSW. RMN was
established by the NSW Minister for the Environment in
September 2003 to address increasing concerns from private
Ramsar managers that their commitment to conservation
was not being adequately recognised by Government. RMN
comprises representatives from the four private Ramsar sites
in NSW; Department of Environment and Conservation- NSW
(DEC); Department of Primary Industries (DPI), Department
of Environment and Heritage (DEH); Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and WWF Australia.

Main issues for private Ramsar managers: relative importance
varies between sites.
1. Water- adequate and appropriately managed shares are
required;
2. Funding- increased support and access to funding for
identified management actions; and
3. Weeds- greater support required for the control of Lippia,
Alligator Weed and Hyacinth.

Key activities to date

- Meetings with key stakeholders to identify issues and
actions- November 2003 (Dubbo), June 2004 (Dubbo),
October 2004 (Leeton), May 2005 (Dubbo), October 2005
(Dubbo).

- Minister for the Environment and Director-General (DEC)
inspection of Macquarie Marshes and Gwydir wetlands
private Ramsar sites and meeting with landholders (June
2004).

- Meetings with Minister Debus (June 2004, May 2005,

November 2005), Minister Knowles (November 2005)
and Minister Campbell (November 2005) regarding RMN
and related issues.

- Director-General DEC attended four RMN meetings
(June 2004, October 2004, May 2005, October 2005)
and launched a Ramsar brochure and wetlands video.
Director-General DNR also attended the October 2005
RMN meeting.

- NHT funding ($473,000) obtained for 1) NSW Ramsar
Wetlands Communications Program (RWCP); 2)
ecological character descriptions for each of the four
private Ramsar sites; and 3) actions to maintain the
ecological character of the private sites..

- September 2004- DEC and DNR began working together
on the Wetland Recovery projects focussing on the
Macquarie Marshes and Gwydir Wetlands.

- October 2004- Annual field trip including private Ramsar
managers from each state in Australia. A total of 33
participants visited Fivebough- Tuckerbil and Central
Murray State Forests Ramsar sites on a 3 day bus tour
and discussed Ramsar/wetland related issues.

Conclusion

RMN has made some progress in raising the awareness and
understanding of the value of wetlands and the Ramsar
Convention in NSW. It is a unique group of Government
and landholder representatives working together to protect
wetlands. However, there is still a long way to go to ensure
that the ecological character of the private Ramsar sites is
maintained with adequate water and funding.

Robyn Molsher, Coordinator- NSW Ramsar Managers
Network, Department of Environment. & Conservation.
NSW, Dubbo NSW 2830, Ph (02) 6883 5338
robyn.molsher@environment.nsw.gov.au

-
Vision  The wise use of wetlands in Australia

Goal

Objectives

all levels of government

for wetland conservation

and management

of government

To promote implementation of the Ramsar Convention in Australia, enabling NGO leadership,
communication and the development of alliances and networks

- To identify and respond to key wetland issues and priorities in relation to the Ramsar Strategic Plan at

- Improve communication between wetland conservation groups and the general public at large
i.e.(Communication, Education & Public Awareness — CEPA)

- To foster, support and participate in alliances and networks between regional, state and national NGOs

- Encourage greater allocation of effort and resources (S) for wetland conservation

- Increase government agency commitment to meet their obligations under the Ramsar Convention
- Promote development and implementation of wetland policies and action plans at all levels

AWA Objectives
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NSW e NSW Ramsar Wetlands
Communication Program update

The NSW Ramsar Wetlands Communications Program
(RWCP) is an innovative approach aimed at increasing
awareness, appreciation and value for wetlands and the
Ramsar Convention as a key tool for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands, across a range of land tenures. RWCP
targets key audiences throughout NSW using a range of
communication tools including a website/link, media
campaign, brochures, site tours, presentations to schools, a
presence at key events and many other activities. RWCP is
an initiative of the NSW Ramsar Managers Network (RMN),
a group of private and government wetland managers,
who are working towards a sustainable future for Ramsar
Wetlands in NSW. This project is funded through the
Australian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust Program
and coordinated by the Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia
(HWCA).

While the aim of RWCP is to support Private Ramsar
Wetlands in NSW, the program is expected to benefit all
Ramsar Wetlands in NSW and wetlands generally, and this
is reflected in the suite of communication activities in the
communications program found at:
www.wetlands.org.au/WhoCaresAboutOurWetlands.

Of the 11 Ramsar Wetlands in NSW, 4 are private or
community owned and managed. These are: 1) Fivebough and
Tuckerbil Wetlands (near Leeton), 2) Wilgara Wetland (part
of the Macquarie Marshes Ramsar Site near Quambone), 3)
Gwydir Wetlands (near Moree) and 4) Shortland Wetlands

Key communication activities planned for the near future;

- Education links through updating wetlands teaching
resources

- Continuation of the Wetlands Road Show to school and
community groups within the Hunter and Fivebough and
Tuckerbil regions

- TV campaign promoting importance of wetlands leading into
- World Wetlands Day — 2 February 2006

- World Wetlands day events

- Encouraging TV programs to take on wetlands stories

- Evaluation — results to be compared to the Who Cares About
Our Wetlands? Research Report baseline data

(part of the Hunter Estuary Ramsar Wetlands near Newcastle,
owned and managed by Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia).

The Communications Program is based on key findings and
outcomes identified in the “Who Cares About Our Wetlands?
Research Report”. This research report was developed as

the first phase of the Communications Program and was
instrumental in identifying existing levels of awareness and
understanding that target audiences have for the Ramsar
Convention and wetlands in general.

Key communication activities implemented thus far included;
- 62 media spots achieved including a number of TV stories
- CMA Visits and Governmental and Wetland Agency Site Tours
« NSW Ramsar Brochure developed

- Wetlands Network Email Newsletter: Bimonthly giving
an update of the RWCP. If you would like to receive the
Wetlands Network Email Newsletter send a request to:
ramsar@wetlands.org.au

- Production of the NSW Wetlands video, showcasing the
importance of wetlands and aimed to be shown during
presentations, school tours within private Ramsar sites,
visitor and wetland centres

- Presentations on the importance of wetlands and Ramsar
Convention at relevant conferences and forums:

« Road Show to schools and community groups within the
4 Private Ramsar site regions. The first of the two Road
Shows have been completely with positive feedback from
participating schools

- Ramsar wetlands website (update of the Department of
Environment and Conservation “Rivers and Wetlands”
website section) www.ramsarwetlands.nsw.gov.au

The final stage of the RWCP will be an evaluation stage with
results to be compared to baseline data collected during the
Who Cares About Our Wetlands? Research Report baseline
data to determine the level of increase in awareness within
key target audiences and importantly which communication
activities were most effective in each of the key target
audiences. The results will provide reference for future
communication activities.

Peggy Mucci, Project Officer, NSW Ramsar Wetlands
Communications Program
p: (02) 49516466 or e: ramsar@wetlands.org.au

e The (other) BIG DAY OUT -
World Wetlands Day (WWD)
Everywhere, 2 February 2006

www.deh.gov.au/water/wetlands/day/index.html
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VIC e Ecological Flow welcomed in
a drying, dying landscape.

The Ramsar-listed Hattah-Kulkyne lakes system in Victoria’s
Northwest is experiencing wonderful water again! The system
of lakes, once accustomed to seasonal flooding from the
Murray River every couple of years has experienced prolonged
drying due to drastically altered flood regimes from vast
amounts of irrigation draining the Murray River and changed
weather patterns.

This seasonal wetland, which has been in need of more

water for many years, has finally received some ecological
inundation with the assistance of local government agencies.
The pumped, regulated flush of new water through the Chalka
Creek system, an anabranch of the Murray River will hopefully
bring a new host of macro invertebrates to the lakes and
provide life-sustaining water to the parched River Red Gum
communities that surround the lakes.

The prolific birdlife, particularly waterbirds such as ducks,
grebes, pelicans and white-bellied sea eagles are a welcome

sight in the park after a long absence and the woodland and
mallee birds are taking full advantage of this aquatic flush to
the often desiccated landscape. Turtles, native mammals and
amphibians are also reveling in their new water wonderland.

The process has cost Parks Victoria thousands of dollars, with
more money and water pumping still needed. Only one lake is
filling at the moment however it is hoped that with continued
monetary support pumping can continue and Lake Lockie

will spill over to inundate Lake Little Hattah and LakeYerang
— a site which has the significant Deep Freshwater Meadow
wetland vegetation type.

It's nowhere near the extent of seasonal flooding the Hattah-
Kulkyne lake system used to receive, but it is a positive and
promising move towards sustaining this floodplain and
ephemeral wetland — and a wondrous sight to see again!

Prue Simmons
Victoria National Parks Association
Email: prues@vnpa.org.au

Information of Interest

1) The 2005 Annual Hawke Lecture “A sustainable Planet — A
future for Australia”

A landmark speech at the University of South Australia’s
prestigious 2005 Annual Hawke Lecture. By Greg Bourne, CEO
WWF-Australia
http://www.wwf.org.au/News_and_information/Publications/
PDF/Speech_presentation/GregBourneHawkel ecture2005-11-
09.pdf

2) The Australian Floodplain Association (AFA) was re-
cently established to represent landholders (predominantly
graziers) and communities who rely on healthy sustainably
managed rivers, floodplains and wetlands Australia wide in
all natural resource management (especially water) decision
making.

For more information on the AFA please contact Sue Jones:
Ph 0268242097 Fax 02 68242433

Email: jones.j11@bigpond.com

3) Waterkeepers Australia Work with and offer support to
concerned and active community groups waterway protection
across Australia to compliment biodiversity and water quality
monitoring work, community education and communication.
Waterkeepers works with the Environmental Defenders Office
in enabling Waterkeepers to engage in legal advocacy to pro-
tect local waterways. Contact the National Coordinator Greg
Hunt on greghunt@waterkeepers.org.au

or visit www.waterkeepers.org.au

10

4) WWF and Ramsar in Australia: Lessons from the Mur-
ray Darling Basin. WWEF- Australia. A comprehensive review
of WWF'’s involvement in the Ramsar listing of wetlands on
private lands in NSW over the preceding decade, by Dr Bill
Phillips. For a full or shortened version of this report contact
publications@wwf.org.au or call 1800 032 551

5) The latest edition of The Tattler, Newsletter for the East
Asian Australasian Flyway visit www.tasweb.com.au/awsg
or contact tattler@optusnet.com.au

6) A number of the wetland management profiles that the
Queensland Environmental Protection Agency is undertak-
ing with funding through the Qld Wetlands Programme
(NHT2)are now available at
http://www.epa.gld.gov.au/nature_conservation/habitats/
wetlands/

or contact Sarah Young at sarah.young@epa.qld.gov.au

7) Australian Wetlands Activity Book by Steve Parish

A great activity book for newcomers to wetlands, students or
adults. Available at most larger Post Office Shops for $9.95 or
on line at www.steveparish.com.au
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Useful Websites

« Ramsar www.ramsar.org
- Revive Our Wetlands www.reviveourwetlands.net
- The Wetlands Centre Australia www.wetlands.org.au
- Wetlandcare Australia www.wetlandcare.com.au
- Wetland Centres in Australia www.ramsar.org/outreach_wli-australia2_e.htm
- Wetlands Help Line www.wetlandshelp-line.com
- Wetlands International www.wetlands.org
- Earth Bulletin (summary of Ramsar COPs) www.iisd.ca/vol17/

- Wetland Management Assistance for Private Landholders
www.deh.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/management/index.html

Australian Wetland Alliance (AWA) Associated Organisations

Australasian Wader Study Group of RAOU
Australian Conservation Foundation
Australian Marine Conservation Society
Australian Society for Limnology

Bird Observers Club of Australia

Birds Australia

Bundock Street Project Group

Central Coast Community Environment Network (CCCEN)

Coast and Wetlands Society

Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre

Conservation Council of South Australia
Conservation Council of the SE Region & Canberra (Inc)
Conservation Council of Western Australia
Conservation Volunteers Australia

Cumberland Bird Observers Club

Environment Victoria

Friends of Edithvale - Seaford Wetlands Inc.

Friends of Forrestdale

Friends of the Earth Australia

Inland Rivers Network

Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc

Marine and Coastal Community Network

Moreton Bay Waterways and Catchments Partnership
National Parks Association of ACT

National Parks Association of NSW

National Parks Association of QLD
Nature Conservation Council of NSW
New South Wales Ornithologists Club Ltd
New South Wales Wader Study Group
Northern Land Council

Port Phillip Conservation Council
Queensland Conservation Council
Queensland Ornithological Society
Queensland Wader Study Group

Ramsar Managers Network

Shorebird Study Group of BOAT
Tasmanian Conservation Trust

The Environment Centre of the Northern Territory
The Wetlands Centre - Australia
Tuggerah Biodiversity Committee

Tuross Lakes Preservation Group Inc
Victorian National Parks Association
Watermark Inc

Wetlandcare Australia

Wetlands Conservation Society

Wetlands International- Oceania

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council
Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia, Inc

WWF — Australia
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