e Planting - 56,404 stems

= Propagation — 25,300 plants

= Weed removal — 448ha

e Track built and maintained -27.5 kms
= Flora/fauna surveys - 50

The employment of 9 Revive Project officers around
Australia to build local capacity to involve communities
in wetland management.

For each week of Revive teams on ground at least
another 2 weeks have been added through additional
funding and community involvement.

Revive our Wetlands is a landmark partnership between
Australia’s largest practical conservation organisation
Conservation Volunteers Australia and Australia’s largest
resource company BHP Billiton. Revive is addressing
the degraded state of 100 of Australia’s high priority
wetlands.

Revive our Wetlands is one of the largest national practical
wetland revitalisation programs in Australia. CVA will
coordinate more than 14,000 volunteer days on Revive
projects contributing $1 million worth of practical
assistance to wetlands revitalisation. BHP Billiton is
providing $1.5 million in funding and additional in-kind
support to implement and evaluate the program over a
three-year period from 2001 to 2003.
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Ballarat VIC 3353

5 June World Environment Day
www.ea.gov.au/events/wed

8-12th July 3rd National Waterwatch Conference
“Ripples & Reflections” Launceston
www.cdesign.com.au/waterwatch2002

3rd Wk October National Water Week
www.waterwatch.org.au/notice/#week

11-15 November 8th Conference of the Contracting
Parties to the Ramsar Convention — Valencia Spain
www.ramsar.org Revive has been nominated for a
Ramsar Award

Revive involves the selection of 100 wetland
sites. Over the three-year period each site 7

will receive practical project conservation Y
assistance from a team of CVA volunteers,

monitoring to assess the outcomes from the project and
wherever possible value added weeks by other CVA
programs. In addition Revive incorporates employment
creation with CVA employing nine Revive Project Officers
to build community capacity to continue the impact of
the program beyond the life of the partnership.
Feedback from those associated with the Revive program
has been excellent with people being delighted at the
on-ground results achieved to date along with the capacity
building the program has provided to local communities.
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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the first Revive newsletter. This and
subsequent Revive newsletters will present case studies
of projects, results to date and success stories from
Revive project partners across Australia.

The development of Revive our Wetlands was a result
of BHP Billiton seeking to support a major environmental
initiative and CVA seeking to engage the Australian
community in wetland issues in a practical way. Previously,
wetland rehabilitation projects around the country had
affected less than 0.1% of remaining wetland areas — in
this context Revive is an inspiring example of corporate
Australia partnering with the community to make a
significant and positive impact.

Revive our Wetlands is helping to address the degraded
state of 100 of Australia’s high priority wetlands across
the country. From the internationally listed Moulting
Lagoon Game Reserve on the east coast of Tasmania to
the Rowles Lagoon System north of Coolgardie in WA —

Goolawah Reserve is a wetland of approximately 65ha
situated in Goolawah Crown Reserve, located on the Mid
North Coast of NSW near Kempsey. Until recently there
was limited documentation of the biodiversity within the
wetland. Through the support of Revive a team of
volunteers conducted a two-week scientific fauna and
flora survey. Survey techniques included Elliott trapping,
Harp trapping, scat analysis, frog and reptile searches,
spotlighting, call playback and hair tubes. A staggering
184 flora species, 124 bird, 39 mammal, 15 reptile and
14 frog species were identified. The results of this survey
will be utilised as baseline biodiversity data for future
management decisions.
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a wide range of hands-on rehabilitation works have been
occurring across Revive projects since the program was
launched more than 12 months ago. One of the major
goals of the 3-year partnership was to coordinate more
than 14,000 volunteer days on Revive projects. | am
delighted to report that after just 13 months nearly 10,000
volunteer days have been achieved.

| hope you enjoy and learn from reading this newsletter
- and if you have been inspired, please feel free to tell
your story for the next edition.

Libby Mcintyre
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Goolawah Reserve Revive volenteers Photo: Rod Ingersol

F d b k_ We'd like to hear your thoughts about this newsletter and any other information or news
ee ac " you'd like to share. Please email Libby Mcintyre on revive@conservationvolunteers.com.au
Phone: (02) 6882 5986




Townsville Town Common

BHP Billiton and Conservation Volunteers Australia
identified environmental degradation including native
habitat decline and loss of biodiversity from the Townsville
Town Common as major threats that required a special
partnership with the Townsville local community. In July
2000, the Revive our Wetlands program at the Town
Common was launched and the challenge taken up to
the residents of the local community.

The goal of providing practical assistance to a world
renowned wetland was made possible by the enormous
commitment and demonstration of care extended by the
Townsville community. To date more than 2000 volunteer
days have been contributed. Not only is valuable native
habitat being restored, local volunteers are learning vital
skills in wetland conservation, increasing awareness of
wetland importance, and heightening community

From Smelly Swamp to Wonderful Wetland
By Karyn Bradford

Milang (population 350) is the only town on the shores
of Lake Alexandrina, 76 km south-east of Adelaide.
Lake Alexandrina, (a Ramsar site) is a large body of
water at the end of the Murray Darling Basin immediately
before the Murray river flows around Hindmarsh Island
and out to sea at Goolwa. Together with Lake Albert it
covers an area of 224 square miles. It is 27 km across
at its widest point

Milang was founded in 1856 as an important river port
servicing the paddle steamers that plied up and down
the Murray River. Since European settlement land around
Milang has been used for farming, grazing and more
recently vineyards and olives.

Over time the foreshore area was filled and turned into
a recreation area and caravan park. What remained on
the foreshore was an area of samphire swamp bounded
by the main street of Milang, the caravan park and
holiday shacks. The swamp was the town rubbish dump
and various plans to redevelop the area failed and the
smelly swamp remained

The Milang 2005 committee formed in 2000 hoped to
achieve beautification of an area that they perceived
as an ugly, degraded, eyesore. The swamp had an
image problem. The community needed to value the
swamp and it began by calling it “the wetland”.

The immediate concern was to fence the perimeter of
the wetland to give a clear message that it was a special
area and valued. Recycled timber was used for a post
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ownership of this important local asset.

Local schools have become involved to take advantage
of an “outdoor classroom” situation for education and
practical experience. Tertiary institutions support the
program by integrating practical conservation skills into
courses and conducting vital on-ground research. Local
community groups and industry have gained a first hand
experience of special local areas.

As the project enters its third year, community support
is reaching its highest level with a full team of volunteers
for most days. Many of these people have been dedicated
volunteers for well over a year. As a result, many in the
community are now keeping an eye on progress on the
common and are becoming advocates of its unique
natural values and the amazing volunteers who dedicate
their time to its conservation.

and rail fence built by an enthusiastic team

of Revive volunteers in February 2002. This

and subsequent teams over 12 months have

completed 640 metres of post and rail fence,

planted 200 trees, weeded 1.2ha and built 500 metres
of track.

The most important things about the Milang Wetland
project was that the needs of the community have been
considered together with care of the environment. Our
wonderful wetland is now valued by the residents and
visitors to Milang.

Revive volunteer at the Milang wetland. Photo: Alice Egan

The majority of Revive sites in Victoria have been selected
in more populated areas where wetlands and their
catchments have been more heavily impacted. Threats
to these wetlands are high and many are in urgent need
of rehabilitation. Community involvement has been very
positive including: schools students, jobseekers learning
new skills, university students requiring practical
experience and BHP Billiton staff learning more about
the Revive partnership.

1) Melbourne Wildlife Sanctuary is 28 hectares of
wetlands are located in the suburb of Bundoora and
are a series of simulated billabongs that pioneered
the treatment of stormwater runoff in Victoria.

The wetlands are part of a Site of State Faunal
Significance, provide habitat for the migratory bird
Latham’s Snipe and a range of native animals and
aquatic life.

Weed removal - over 4.5ha

Seed collection - 4kg

Melbourne Wildlife Sanctuary, in the heart of the Melbourne suburbs
Photo: Libby Mcintyre

2) Swan Bay is on the Register of the National Estate
and is part of the larger Western Port Bay It is
recognised as a site of international importance
under the Ramsar Convention. The bay is a Marine
Reserve and contains significant seagrass meadows,
salt marshes and estuarine wetlands. The coastal
Moonah Woodland communities that form part of the
foreshore vegetation are listed as threatened. As a
Ramsar site Swan Bay provides habitat for a wide
range of international, national and local wader birds
as well as the endangered Orange-bellied Parrot.
Planting — 20 stems
Nursery propagation — 800 plants
Weed removal — 6.3ha
Seed collection - 2kg

3) Wonga Wetlands incorporate 7 lagoons covering
about 108ha 5kms west of Albury. The wetlands are
of local and regional significance. The area comprises
re-established Riverine wetlands linked to the Murray
River. River regulation has reversed the natural flows
on the Murray floodplains and most wetlands have
dried out — Wonga Wetlands is restoring the natural
regime and has promoted the return of birds and
other wildlife.

Transplanting - 500 reeds
Removal of old fencing — 1km

4) Powlett River in South Gippsland is significant due
to it being part of the “Hills to Ocean” project and
forms an integral part of this regions overall
environmental health & biodiversity. This project is
a community based initiative supported by the CMA
and a group of dedicated private landholders. The
project aims to increase overall vegetation in riparian
and wetland zones, improve biodiversity and water
quality.

Tree planting - 5000
Weed removal - 5ha
Seed collection — 32kg

5) Centre Lake near Natimuk is a nationally listed
wetland and part of network of wetlands in the
Natimuk Douglas System. This system is being
nominated for listing for Ramsar status. Major
damage has occurred to this and other wetlands by
clearing & overgrazing which has destroyed the
wetland fringe and habitat for native animals &
migratory birds. Significant bird species include the
Banded Stilt, Curlew Sandpiper and the Red-Necked
Stint.

Planting — 2258 stems
Weed removal - over 2ha
Flora survey — 6
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