Achievements to September 2002

Planting 110,840 stems
Propagation 31,873 plants
Weed removal 505ha

Track built and maintained 36 kms
Flora/fauna surveys 67

Community Volunteer days 12,700

Patrick ‘Legless’ Reid at the Common
By Jarred Hopkins

Patrick Reid, known as ‘Pat’ to the volunteers involved in
the Common Interest Project, rides to the Townsville Town
Common Conservation Park each Wednesday and Friday
on his 1998 model Honda 750. Pat began his volunteer
work with Conservation Volunteers Australia in 2002.

But Pat is not your regular volunteer. Pat’s mobile phone
message is:

‘G’day, you've reached ‘Legless’. Leave your name and
number and I'll get back to you’.

That’s right — ‘Legless’. Pat lost both his legs from the
knees down in an accident.

Nowadays, Pat’s mobility is not hampered at all and very

few would be able to tell that under those long workpants,
are two prosthetic limbs. At 40-something, Pat volunteers
regularly on the Common Interest Project. He works with
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other volunteers in the nursery and at the
wetlands to gain new skills and make a " [7)
contribution to his local environment - he’s an
inspiration to his fellow volunteers.

Pat enjoys the work and admits it has increased his
awareness and appreciation of the environment as well as
preventing him from going mad sitting around at home.
From nursery work, which includes sowing seed, pricking
out seedlings and potting up plants, to track maintenance,
digging out weeds and fencing, he does it all.

‘A disability such as mine is only mental - only in your head.
You can do just about anything you want, it's up to you. I'm
not out to prove anything, just to show people that disabled
folk are able to do the majority of things that anyone else
can,” says Pat.
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Letter from the Editor

It's the Spring edition of the Revive our Wetlands newsletter
and time to celebrate. The 100th wetland has been identified
for the Revive our Wetlands program! Number 100 is in
Gisborne, Victoria and it joins wetlands being rehabilitated
right across Australia as part of the Revive program. (See
enclosed map)

The Gisborne Racecourse Marshlands is a 30-hectare sedge
wetland community of regional conservation significance.
It is a very rare vegetation type that is relatively intact and
has nationally rare or vulnerable plant species. The wetland
provides habitat for Latham’s Snipe, a migratory bird protected
under the Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA)
and a population of Growling Grass Frogs (also known as
the Southern Bell Frog or Warty Bell Frog listed as Vulnerable
under the Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999).

In April this year, | received a phone call from Professor
Dianne Stanitski Martin, lecturer in Physical Geography at
Shippensburg University, Pennsylvania, USA. Dianne wanted
to arrange a ‘practical’ day for 14 of her students to gain
hands-on experience on a wetlands habitat during their trip
to Australia.

Moulting Lagoon is a Wetland of International Importance
under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. This site was
listed because it is a relatively unspoiled example of a
natural wetland and supports numerous threatened species
and migratory species. It also supports the greatest
concentration of black swans anywhere in Tasmania. It is
an area of cultural and economic value and a place of great
beauty. The adjoining Apsley Marshes is also a Ramsar
site and work has been carried out there periodically since
its reservation to try to repair damaged areas. This is the
only instance in Tasmania of two adjacent wetlands being
listed as Ramsar sites.

By Stewart Blackhall (Senior Scientist DPIWE Tasmania)
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The team donned rubber waders and strode off along the
soggy salt marsh track, arriving on a tidal flood plain where
African Box Thorn was invading the higher ground. Equipped
with safety equipment, loppers and applicator bottles of
herbicide, the energetic team made short work of this prickly
customer. The volunteers took home to the States more
than just great photos from Australia. They took new skills
and an experience and appreciation of the Australian
environment.

We hope you enjoy this update.

Libby Mcintyre
Revive Our Wetlands Manager

Moulting Lagoon, East coast Tasmania. Photo — Steve Bailey
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Tom Thumb Lagoon Wetland
and Coomaditchie Lagoon

BHP Billiton and Conservation Volunteers Australia identified
Tom Thumb Lagoon and Coomaditchie Lagoon in the lllawarra
region of NSW as two significant wetlands in need of
assistance through the Revive our Wetlands program. The
lllawarra projects have also provided opportunities for
thousands of BHP Billiton staff to be involved in wetland
rehabilitation.

Tom Thumb Lagoon originally, covered some 500 hectares
of diverse coastal swamp, extending from Swan Street,
Wollongong, south to Five Islands Road, Cringila, forming
the drainage basin of the Allens Creek catchment. Today
only five hectares of saltmarsh, tidal mudflats and ponds
remain providing the basis of ongoing community work to
rehabilitate the declining area of saltmarsh in NSW wetlands.

Despite its small size and the urban and industrial impacts,
the remnant wetland plays an important role in providing
habitat to a range of plant and animal life including migratory
bird species protected under international agreements. The
influence and range of tidal waters supports a delicate
balance of aquatic flora and fauna unique to saltmarsh and
mudflat estuaries.

Coomaditchie Lagoon is listed in the Directory of Important
Wetlands of Australia, and is also listed under the Threatened
Species Act of NSW 1997 as an ‘Endangered Ecological
Community’ in the Sydney freshwater basin. It is also one
of the regions most significant refuge and breeding grounds
for the NSW Threatened species of the Green and Golden
Bell Frog.

These two wetlands have had a low community profile, but
since the beginning of Revive in March 2001, awareness
of their importance has grown.
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Over the past 18 months the Revive project has contributed
1930 volunteer days, achieving outstanding environmental
outcomes. Local schools, the University of Wollongong,
local residents, industry employees from the Port Kembla
area including BHP Billiton and BHP Steel, community groups
and government agencies, have all contributed to the
project’s success.

Currently Revive volunteers are working closely with the
University of Wollongong to collect qualitative data, undertake
remote sensing and mapping the environmental
characteristics. Local industry is also taking part in the
long-term management of the sites with both employees
and management are involved in regular maintenance,
restoration and planning and monitoring of both sites.

As the project nears the end of its second year, community
assistance has provided valuable help to The Friends

of Tom Thumb Lagoon and the Coomaditchie United
Aboriginal Corporation. These community

partnerships are continuing to grow and will be

vital to the ongoing management of both

wetlands.

National Tree Day - 2002 at Tom Thumb Lagoon. Site tours and
tree planting involving Wollongong University students and industry
employees Photo by Anna Grounds

The wetlands along Queensland’s east coast have assumed
great importance with increased concerns about the quality
of water entering the Great Barrier Reef. Many of the Revive
wetland sites in Queensland were chosen to assist in
reducing nutrient run-off and to improve water quality to
coastal waters.

Wetlands play a critical role in filtering nutrients and sediments
originating from land based agricultural and other human
activities. Past practices have led to a major decline in
wetland extent and health along the Queensland coast.
Clearing or degradation of native vegetation around wetlands
can lead to increased insulation, higher water temperatures
and increased inputs of sediments, nutrients and
contaminants due to a reduced buffer capacity.

Through the Revive our Wetlands Program, CVA is assisting
with the rehabilitation of wetlands in many of the high risk
catchments identified in the Great Barrier Reef Water Quality
Action Plan.

1) Kyambul Wetlands form part of the nationally listed
Tully/Murray River Floodplain. It is one of the wettest regions
of Australia with a range of wetland types forming a complex
wetland aggregation within a landscape dominated by
agriculture, in particular, sugar cane. The upper catchment
of these rivers largely comprises rainforest contained within
the Wet Tropics World Heritage area. The majority of the
Kyambul Lagoon project has been planting huge buffer
zones with original vegetation types, (around 6ha) to restore
the link between the range and floodplain lagoon
ecosystems.

Planting — 5600 stems
Weed removal - 1 ha
Track maintenance — 1km

2) Padaminka Wetland is part of a privately owned property
at Walkerston near Mackay. The property has been declared
a Nature Refuge under the Nature Conservation Act
Queensland and it is slowly being repaired after years of
overgrazing and water regime alterations. The wetland
supports habitat for known breeding populations of several
birds considered internationally significant and protected
under the Japan & China Migratory Bird Agreements (JAMBA
& CAMBA). The landholder (Maureen Cooper) has
undertaken earthworks to provide a more permanent water
body as it was prior to grazing, and Revive volunteers have
assisted with planting, weed removal, fencing and ongoing
maintenance.

Planting — 950 stems
Fencing - .45km
Weed removal - 11ha
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The Coombabah Wetlands Conservation Area is recognised
internationally as a significant migratory bird location. It
forms part of the Morton Bay Marine Park (a Ramsar site)
and encompasses a declared Fish Habitat Marine Park.
The area consists of 780 hectares of regenerating forests,
woodlands and wetlands, and provides a rare opportunity
to see unique flora and fauna in an otherwise overdeveloped
Gold Coast. The mangroves provide important habitat and
food for crustaceans and birds — along with many migratory
waders in summer. Teams of Revive volunteers have
worked at Coombabah over the last 18 months carrying
out important plantings, weed and rubbish removal.

Planting — 1170 stems
Weed removal - 1ha
Rubbish removal - 40 bags

Lake Dartmouth is a large ephemeral complex wetland
system including a long narrow more or less permanent
waterhole at the end of Ambathalla Creek. The wetlands
100 km west of Charleville are listed in the Directory of
Important Wetlands of Australia. The 10,000 ha site forms
an important inland wetland in the Mulga Lands Bioregion,
providing important habitat for animal taxa at vulnerable
stages in their life cycles along with being a drought refuge.
The major threat to the conservation values of the wetland
is overgrazing by domestic stock.

The protection of the wetlands has been a co-operative
project initiated by the owners of two properties. Over the
last 12 months, Revive volunteers have assisted the
landholders erect new fencing to prevent stock from the
fragile fringing vegetation

Fencing — 21 km
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