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Revitalising one hundred of Australia’s important wetlands with your help

Many thanks to all those people who participated in the
Revive our Wetlands Newsletter Readers survey. The aim
of the survey was to get a range of feedback regarding the
newsletter to gauge its usefulness and relevance. We have
taken on board much of your feedback.

For your interest, here are some of the themes from the
feedback:

‘Please distribute the newsletter by email’

‘Please highlight wetlands in Northern Australia’

‘Thank you for sharing information about what Revive is
doing’

‘Revive has been a real gain for wetlands, especially with
raised awareness and greater community involvement.’

‘Revive has allowed groups to get actions happening after
many years and local communities are valuing their wetlands.’

Revive achievements to end of December  2002

· Planting 154,808 stems

· Propagation  40,153 plants

· Weed removal 600ha

· Track built and maintained 39 kms

· Flora/fauna surveys 85

· Community Volunteer days 14,080

Achievements

Feedback:

BHP Billiton and Conservation Volunteers Australia are
delighted to announce that the Revive our Wetlands program
has won the National Large Business category of the Prime
Minister's Award for Excellence in Community Business
Partnerships for 2002.

Revive was the only environmental program to win out of
the six Award categories and it is a testament to the
increased prominence of wetland conservation.

Since it's inception two years ago Revive has achieved
significant outcomes on 100 of Australia's most important
wetlands, both in terms of environmental outputs and
community capacity building.

Revive Survey Results

On a very positive note 20 CVA offices promoted
and managed wetland projects or ran major
displays/forums and education days during
World Wetlands Week in February.  There is
a great deal that can be achieved.

Upcoming Events

However there is still much to do -  gripping the landscape
is one of Australia’s worst droughts in 100 years.  As a
result, wetlands around the country have even greater
significance providing very important habitat and breeding
refuges to the hundreds of thousands of migratory and
colonial birds, fish, frogs, many native mammals and of
course many introduced species. Wetlands continue to
provide clean drinking water that we all need to exist. As
such it is vital that they are given greater priority by all
Australians.

The Mandora Salt Marsh Wetland Complex is listed in the
Directory of Important Wetlands of Australia and extends
100 km inland from Eighty Mile Beach (a Ramsar site) near
Mandora to the Great Sandy Desert in NW Western Australia.

The site is a unique complex of wetland assemblages
including saltmarsh, claypans, inland mangrove and
freshwater mound springs.  The springs and creeks are
permanent water holes and provide important breeding and
feeding habitat for colonial and migratory birds. Volunteer
teams have carried out fauna surveys and clearing of invasive
weeds to protect these sites.  The Department of Consevation
and Land Management and the private landholder have
fenced the mound springs.

We'd like to hear your thoughts about this newsletter and any other information or news
you'd like to share.  Please email Libby McIntyre on revive@conservationvolunteers.com.au
Phone: (02) 6882 5986

Sep 2 – 5/2003 6th International River Management
Symposium
www.riverfestival.com.au/2003

Oct 17-21/2003 MDBC 2003 International Riverhealth
Conference
www.riverhealth.com/kit/objectives
Dec 1 - 5/2003 Australian Society for Limnology Congress
– Deakin University Warrnambool

brobson@deakin.edu.au

Mandora Salt Marsh Brown dragon

Libby McIntyre

Revive Our Wetlands Manager

BHP Billiton and Conservation Volunteers Australia would
like to say thank-you and congratulations to all our
100 project partners and the thousands of Revive
volunteers!  This has been a fantastic effort and we look
forward to more wetland conservation in 2003.

Thankyou

Congratulations

Letter from the Editor

David Clarke, CVA, Prime Minister The Hon John Howard and
Graham Evans, BHP Billiton.



Wetland scenes provide the best recognised images of
the Northern Territory landscape.  They are influenced by
north Australia’s erratic climate and harsh seasonal
droughts.  Wetlands in the Northern Territory are best
viewed as complexes, as functionally integrated systems
made up of highly dynamic and resource-rich patches, in
a matrix of often nutrient-poor lands. These wetlands
support a highly diverse range of abundant flora and
fauna, in a way that no individual site could duplicate.
There are currently 33 nationally important wetlands in
the Northern Territory (including Ramsar sites) The Revive
program is working with land managers on eight sites
throughout the Top End.

1) Browns Bore & Deering River Floodout (Ikuntji Aboriginal
Community Council, Haasts Bluff) – 500 km north west of
Alice Springs. This wetland complex comprises the
ephemeral Deering River floodout area and the more
permanent water source Browns Bore.  They are regionally
and culturally significant sites and after rain provides a
substantial water body (non saline) providing feeding and
breeding habitat for a variety of flora and fauna.  Two major
components of this project include carrying out a detailed
flora/fauna survey which will contribute markedly to the
Plan of Management currently being undertaken along with
removal of the highly invasive Mossman River and Buffel
Grass.  This has been an extraordinary project for volunteer
teams to work alongside an Aboriginal community to achieve
excellent conservation outcomes and learn about cultural
heritage.
Fauna surveys – 4
Archaeological survey - 1
Weed removal – 3 ha

2) Watarrka Rockholes (Kings Canyon) 470 km south west
of Alice Springs.  This extraordinary series of permanent
and long-term rockholes of the George Gill Range have a
distinctive assemblage of invertebrates and various aquatic
plants which are rare in arid NT. They are important for
regional biodiversity and are different from wetlands in the
West MacDonnell Ranges due to their isolation from a
major drainage network.  The  major threats to these
wetlands are invasive weeds such as Mossman River and
Buffel Grass which have expanded their range due to higher
than average rainfall over the past 3 years and feral horses
damaging the integrity and flora of the wetlands. Teams of
Revive volunteers have relished the opportunity to work in
this spectacular country and have carried out the mapping
areas of weed infestations and control of those weeds and
invertebrate and water quality testing in the rockholes.

Weed mapping and removal – over 20kms
Invertebrate & water quality surveys - 5

Case Studies Focus state - Northern Territory

3) The Lily Ponds – Katherine.  The Lily Ponds have very high
local and regional significance because of their arid land
location and their location within agricultural development
and private property status – they are the only wetlands
within Katherine.  The site is 43ha of back terrace drainage
depression and the private landholders are committed to
ensuring the conservation of the wetlands. Important habitat
for migratory waterfowl and the Star Finch (which has patchy
status across the NT) is provided by the Lily Ponds.
Volunteer teams have been carrying out in conjunction with
the Katherine Landcare group important baseline data
surveys for the ecological communities and included weed
mapping and fauna surveys and water quality testing

Vegetation mapping over 43 ha site with GPS – 1
Fauna survey – 1
Water quality testing – ongoing

4) Oenpelli/East Alligator River Floodplain – Oenpelli.  The
Oenpelli Floodplain is immediately adjacent to the Kakadu
National Park World Heritage Area and is part of the larger
East Alligator River Catchment and has major regional
significance.  Its biological significance is of equal standing
to the Kakadu Region and this catchment contains a
number of ecosystems and individual species of flora and
fauna which are unique to the region. It is a site visited by
numerous migratory wetland bird species.  The major threat
to the wetlands is the highly invasive exotic weed Mimosa
pigra which has been controlled to a major extent by
aerialspraying.  However volunteer teams have also worked
alongside Aboriginal Rangers to assist in control measures
and this is an ongoing continuous program.

Weed removal – over 60ha

Kingston Rivulet Stormwater Wetlands
 – Ugly creekline to picturesque wetland

Philip Millin – Millin Environmental Management Services

The Kingston Stormwater Wetlands project was identified
through the Kingborough Council’s water quality monitoring
program. Water quality monitoring at Kingston Beach, south
of Hobart and subsequent follow-up monitoring indicated
a significant source of faecal contamination from Kingston
Rivulet, a highly modified drainage and stormwater channel
through urban Kingston. The rivulet feeds into Whitewater
Creek and then into the mouth of Browns River.  The site
was an eyesore, providing a home only to rubbish, disused
sheds, shopping trolleys and environmental weeds.

A concept for a series of constructed wetlands was developed
and designed. The major objective was to redirect flow from
the Kingston Rivulet and Whitewater Creek through a series
of ponds and wetlands, achieving maximum exposure of
bacteria and other water contamination to natural treatment
processes that occur in wetlands. The design included
diverse aquatic habitats, alternating deeper and shallower
waters, differing shape and profile of wetland fringes and
diverse plantings of aquatic and terrestrial shrubs, grasses
and trees providing a range of habitat for animals.

The other long-term objective was to enhance the visual
and aesthetic value of the area and to provide an improved
public amenity. This has been achieved with a series of
pathways, interpretive signs and bridges over the wetlands.
 The local community now have a very attractive passive
recreational area and have really begun to appreciate the
value and importance of wetlands in improving water

quality and providing habitat to birds and animals. They are
keen to be an integral part of the wetlands for the long
term.

The Revive volunteers have ‘provided great impetus to the
planting of the wetlands and surrounds and allowed
Council to rapidly advance these priority issues’, said
John Doole, Environmental Health Officer,
Kingborough Council.

One of the goals of the Revive our Wetlands
partnership is ‘to increase the ability of
communities to sustain a level of wetland
care beyond the life of the Revive program’
– in this instance, the outputs achieved have
provided much needed assistance in bringing the project
to fruition ahead of time.

Kingston Rivulet Revive site.   Photo Rodney Milner


